Black Parallel School Board

Black Parallel School Board
AGENDA

April 5, 2025

Virtual Meeting

Zoom LinK:https://zoom.us/i/128241678?pwd=QUxKUjVFQ1MvMES5sTHVBN3htSUJadz09

ID Number: 128 241 678
Password: 068425

Time Description Action Facilitator
10:00-10:02 AM | Open Meeting I White
10:02 - 10:05 Presentation on Board Process and Swearing in I/C White
10:05 -10:15 Minutes I/D/C DeWitt
10:15-10:45 Community Input
10:45-11:20 Chair Report White

e BPSB Action Plan update
e Literacy Report update
e Executive Council updates
e Fundraising -Donor Presentation
11:20- 11:50 Updates on BPSB Work 1/D
e Parent Outreach - Bryson
e Parent Advocates — Chavanu
e 2025 Scholarship
e Policy Update- McCullough
12:00 noon Adjournment All

Action: D= Discussion, I= Information, C= Consensus

All BPSB meetings are recorded

Thank You for Your Participation

www.Blackparallelschoolboard.com and Facebook




MINUTES OF BLACK PARALLEL SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY
MEETING - MAR 01

Date and time: Mar 01 10:00 am to: Mar 01 12:00 pm

Executive Bakari Chavanu, Darryl White, Carl Pinkston,
Council LaShanya Breasell, Faye Kennedy, Marian Bryson,
Present: Ursula DeWitt, Rayvn McCullough

Location: Zoom

Projects/Tags: black parallel school board

Access http://app.meetingking.com/meetings/422399
meeting at:

DISCUSSION

1. RECAP OF THE MEETING

2. FOLLOW US

Please follow, share, and comment on our posts. Thank you.
www.facebook.com/sacbpsb

www.twitter.com/sacbpsb

www.instagram.com/sacbpsb

www.tiktok.com/sacbpsb

Subscriber to BPSB newsletter!
https://d8czyt5tkc6.typeform.com/SACBPSB

3. INTRODUCTIONS

Is your name misspelled? Post the correct spelling in the Zoom chat, and
the minute-taker will correct.

Aaron Eckels, Anglin Baker, Bakari Chavanu, Brendan Murphy, Carl
Pinkston, Carolyn Murray, Darryl White, Denise Morgan, Eila Bassin, Faye
Kennedy, Felicia Ford, Jakeylia Freshwater, Katrena Blackshire Lee, Leana
Sanchez, Malcolm Kushner, Maria Madril Hernandez, Marian Bryson, Mary
Ponder, Nzinga Griffin, Muriel Strand, Onethia Riley, Rita Ray, Susan
Ciminelli, Thao Tran, Tom Nelson, Ursula DeWitt, Yolande Beckles

4. BPSB MINUTES
Review minutes for previous BPSB meetings here:
https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/about/board/board-packets/



5. COMMUNITY INPUT

Leana: DOR Employment and Education Services available to qualifying
students and adults (chronic health condition, learning disability, or physical
disability): https://www.dor.ca.gov/Home/DSSandDES (I have paper apps
for SCUSD students and can speed up processing time!)

Nzinga: There's an effort to get seniors UBI. A call to action sponsored by
CJEC-official.org for our seniors to receive direct cash payments through a
Universal Basic Income (UBI).

American Freedmen (descendants of people emancipated from Chattel
Slavery in the US)

Please email California State Senate and Assembly members, spread the
word to seniors, and attend the Assembly Human Services Budget
Committee hearing on March 12th at 1:30 p.m.

Questions? I'm a volunteer for CJEC. Please email me or contact CJEC
through the website nzingagriffin@me.com

Felicia: Escape Velocity, promoting youth literacy, health, relationships, and
community. escapevelocityfoundation.com

Yolande: Sit on the California Math Committee. The Black Kids Log Map
event is happening in August in Los Angeles. We need to get more Black
and Brown children involved in STEM.

Carolyn: Know Your Rights module on March 12.

How to submit a complaint form.

* NAACP educational committee responding to incidents in the Inland
Empire

* Proactive modules for parents will be presented on March 12 at 6:00 PM
* Invitation extended to Black Pear Parallel School Board members for
feedback

* March 12 module to focus on 'Know Your Rights' and the complaint form
process

Thao: School districts don't have to follow the Whistleblower Protection Act.
Concerns about the lack of whistleblower and witness protection in school
districts



Thao sent a letter to the California Department of Education regarding
attempts to close meetings, advocating for Zoom participation for parents

Malcolm: We give books by and about people of color that we would like to
distribute to Black children.

Jakeylia: a parent in Elk Grove School District

Rita: Thank you for offering the free legal services via the Education Justice
Center

Parents Professional: | can write letters in support of IEP.

Muriel: Malcolm, check out escape velocity
https.//escapevelocityfoundation.com/

Faye: Save the date & time: Please save the date for the next Sacramento
Poor People’s Campaign’s Meeting. Please RSVP at:
SacPPC2019@gmail.com

Time: Monday, March 10, 2025, 6:30 PM Pacific Time

For more info or to RSVP at. SacPPC2019@gmail.com.

Katrena: Work with Ms. Marian. Have students at Burbank.

Anglin: program manager for the Black Child Legacy campaign at Fruitridge
Stockton, introduced as a support and advocate for children

Prents Professional: Parentsprofessional@proton.me “Happy” Parents
Professional is how | refer to districts. | am here to support with IFSP,
IEPs, 504, and child-focused meetings needed. I'm here for the student.
I’'m here for advice if needed.

Rose: wants to start a Latinx version of BPSB. She will reach out to Darryl.

| agree, @Yolande Beckles vice chair PAC. It is exhausting to put parents
through mental torture. This is not human to intentionally take away a
child's opportunity to learn with appropriate supports in place. Districts are
taking numerous short cuts. They are altering data. They are bullying us
who are advocating. They have use the communication plan allowed by the
Ninth Circuit Court to weaponize against parents for advocating.



Aaron:

* Updates on parent education meetings in Santa Clara County

* Request for legal services education to be extended to Santa Clara
County for parent education

* | want to collaborate with BPSB on scholarship funding.

6. CHAIR REPORT
6-1. Black Parent Involvement Day

Schools we know participated in include John Bidwell, LDV, and John Still
Carl spoke at John Still, Alice Birney Elementary, and Fern Bacon Middle.

* Black parent involvement initiatives appreciated, with special mention to
supporters like Marian and Nzinga

 Schools and principals are relied upon to reach out to parents due to
access to contact information

* Parents are encouraged to reach out to each other for better involvement
 BPID at Burbank was missed due to the principal and vice principal being
sick

* Marian attended John Bidwell for the first time with 10 parents present

6-2. BPSB Action Plan Updates

We're not getting the information we need to implement the Action Plan.
The Equity Walks were paused, and parents were not provided with
stipends. We're having to rebuild our cadre of parents.

* Special education settlement with Sacramento City Unified School District
includes over 22 domains and 60 actions, each with qualitative or
quantitative assessments.

« Several items are overdue with no district response
Meetings held over the past two weeks to establish new due dates and
specific actions



 Concerns were raised about the district not keeping up with
responsibilities, which hindered progress. Independent monitor on furlough
due to payment issues.

« Equity walks were halted due to the district not negotiating with the union
in time.

Rebuilding effort for the parent in Equity Walks due to lack of participation
and support

 Recommendation to add another year to the plan if current year goals are
not met

6-3. Literacy Initiative

Darryl will send the document to the committee, and it will be available to
everyone who wants a copy.

Thank Bakari for the layout and design of the document.

Literacy is vital to the life and success of all children.
There are some serious deficiencies in the literacy rate of Black children.

Darryl gave an overview of the document and the current state of literacy.

Darryl suggested that BPSB do a podcast about the Literacy Initiative.
Denise is willing to participate as an expert in the podcast.

Literacy Initiative: AB1121 https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1121/2025
Move away from whole language to the science of reading.

Higher teachers who have skills in the science of reading.

We need an accountability plan to make sure we are being taught to read.

* Emphasized the critical importance of reading skills for children's
participation in American life and job advancement

* Only 24% of African American fourth graders in California are reading at a
proficient level, down from 27% in previous years

* Document outlines the necessity for change and includes clear statistics

* Re-emphasizing the science of reading in classrooms after periods of
neglect



» Comprehensive list of references used by the committee
* Document aims to educate the organization and affiliates on current
initiatives

Denise: Just a minor update for everyone: Asto AB 1121 (Rubio), a
competing bill was brought by Asm. Muratsuchi (AB 1194) as well. Also,
screening for children at risk of reading disorders is rolling out in the Fall.
School boards must have their screener selections approved by their board
before June (| believe). The state has four screeners to select from.

Lastly, the governor's proposed budget has another huge pot of $$ that he
is committing to literacy, but involvement from the community and public is
vital to make sure it's effectively implemented (if funded).

Leana: Here is a Quick Breakdown of the 5 Essential Components of
Literacy:

* Phonological awareness: The ability to hear sounds in words. It helps
children learn how to blend sounds to read words.

* Phonics: The understanding that letters represent individual sounds. It
helps children recognize words when they see them, which allows them
learn how to spell new words.

* Fluency: The ability to read smoothly and accurately with expression.
Fluent readers can read a text accurately and with expression at their own
pace.

» Vocabulary: The number of words your child knows and understands the
meaning of. An extensive vocabulary will help your child become a better
reader and writer!

» Comprehension: This means understanding what you have read or
heard—that it makes sense and that you can relate it back to other things
you know about or experience in life (like the plot of a story).

7. SCUSD BOARD MEETING

February 6 SCUSD Meeting

* The February board meeting acknowledged a youth from Albert Einstein
for her work



* Board approved a resolution recognizing February as Black History
Month, introduced by Michael Benjamin and Chen Woz

* Report from the Black African American advisory board and community
advisory committee

* District established three additional committees: policy committee,
restorative justice committee, and special education committee

February 20 SCUSD Meeting

* Dr. Gregory Peters provided an update on action plans

* Presentation from English Learner Parent Engagement with updates

* Board approved a resolution on National Eating Disorder Awareness

* Presentation from the Bilingual Literacy Department with updates

* Public comments heard from the Etheli Baker Project authorization

* Public comments regarding the budget were discussed

* 2025-2026 budget development updates were presented

* Midyear budget update is required

* Midyear update on accountability plan and governor's budget proposal
discussed

» Discussion on eliminating some certificated positions due to reduction in
services

* Notice of layoff for classified positions was discussed

8. UPDATES ON BPSB WORK
8-1. Parent Outreach - Bryson

* Marian has three pending events to attend, including the City of
Sacramento Resource Employment Fair

* Youth resource fair on March 8 from 09:30 to 12:00 noon, open to
everyone

» Sac City Unified School District reviving community fairs with mural
painting at Parkway Elementary on March 20

* Caribbean Council of Negro Women hosting a listening session on
vaccines for students of color on March from 5 PM to 7 PM

8-2. Black Homelessness — Kennedy



Thank everyone for speaking out about the cuts to Homeless services in
the district.

You can also send public comments to the SCUSD board meetings.
Attending the sessions is better, but if you can't attend, please send public
comments.

BPSB is working to help organize the district's clothing closet.

8-3. Parent Advocates - Chavanu

Propose cuts in the budget.

Getting feedback about getting children more involved in math.
We went over the SIPSA.

We have a Racial Equity Month.

Training Specialists' funds were cut.
Social workers will be cut.
Student support services may be cut.

2025/26 SEPSA
Ending FTE jobs.
Burbank is working on the general funds.

American Legion is working on the budget--carry over money for their
Summer School recovery program.

Muriel: if BPSB wants to table at the Earth Day event at Southside Park
here is where to sign up
https://www.ecosacramento.net/sacearthday/participate-in-sac-earth-
day/exhibitor-registration/

Thao: Medicaid cuts will result in students in special education students not
have access to a wide variety of related services.

Social workers are being cut.



8-4. Statewide Policy - McCullough

* Bill AB 68, introduced in December, proposes armed cops on every
campus from elementary to 12th grade

* Opposition to the bill as it is seen as a step backwards

* Resources regarding the bill are available in the chat

* Concerns raised about Bill AB 68 subverting school district policy by
enforcing statewide law for armed Cops on campuses

* Instructions provided for submitting comments on Bill AB 68, including
using a template for individuals or organizations

* Introduction of Bill SB 19, which aims to create a new crime mandate for
threats, though it lacks a hearing date

* Concerns about SB 19 creating a crime mandate for threats, potentially
leading to misdemeanor or felony charges for children

8-5. 2025 Scholarship

Dr. Covin Scholarship for high school seniors and first-year college
students.

Deadline for the scholarship is April 11th.

May 17th Scholarship Dinner

The Black Parallel School Board awards scholarships based on the
following: academic accomplishments, community service, references,
personal essays, and financial needs. Applicants are notified in May 2025

To obtain a copy of the application, please go to the BPSB website at-
https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/resources/scholarships
DEADLINE for scholarship applications is Friday, April 11, 2025, by 5:00
p.m. (NO EXCEPTIONS).

For more information regarding the scholarship and applications email:
info@blackparallelschoolboard.com

8-7. Education Clinic

* Education Clinic held on the fourth Thursday of each month for
discussions on education rights, special education, bullying, and
harassment



* Attendees can speak with attorneys and ask questions about education-
related issues

9. ADJOURNMENT

10. ACTION ITEMS

Action ltems

* Organize an information session at Luther Burbank during lunch on
Tuesday.

* Share information about the UBI payment effort for black seniors.

* Distribute flyers for the parenting class at River Oaks Center for Children.

programs.

* Circulate information about the Black Kids Math Meet in August.

* Connect with the California African American Parent Advisory Council,
* Attend the March 12 module presentation by the NAACP.

* Address concerns about school district compliance with whistleblower
protection.

* Distribute free books to black kids through community contacts.

* Encourage participation in the Education Justice Clinic.

* Advocate against budget cuts affecting student support services.

* Promote the Black Parallel School Board's literacy initiative.

* Plan for the scholarship dinner on May 17.

* Engage in advocacy against AB 68 and SB 19.

Key Decisions

* The Black Paralle| School Board will continye to push for legislative
Support for literacy initiatives.

* A podcast will be developed to discuss the literacy plan and related
educational issues.

* The scholarship dinner is scheduled for May 17 to recognize scholarship
winners.

Notes and Observations

* The meeting highlighted various community engagement efforts, including
employment and education services, parenting classes, and youth
development programs. . '

. Therep is a stFr)on% focus on improving literacy among black children, with ;
comprehensive literacy plan developed by the Black Parallel School Boarr{
» Concerns were raised about the impact of budget cuts on studeint suppo
serviges, with a call for community advocacy to prevent these cuts.

/



* The meeting included updates on school site councils, parent involvement
days, and the importance of parent advocacy.

* The Black Parallel School Board is actively involved in legislative
advocacy, particularly against bills that would mandate armed police on
school campuses and create new crime mandates for threats.

 The meeting emphasized the importance of community involvement in
educational initiatives and the need for ongoing support and advocacy to
address educational disparities.



