Black Parallel School Board

Black Parallel School Board
AGENDA

May 4, 2024

Virtual Meeting

Zoom Link:https://zoom.us/j/128241678?pwd=

ID Number: 128 241 678
Password: 068425

UxKUjVFQ1MvMESsTHVBN3htSUJadz09

Time Description Action Facilitator
10:00 - 10:02 AM | Open Meeting I White
10:02 - 10:05 Presentation on Board Process and Swearing in I/C White
10:05-10:10 Introductions I All
10:10-10:15 Minutes I/D/C DeWitt
10:15-10:45 Chair Report White

e Big Day of Giving
e Regional Convening
e Early Literacy
10:45-10:50 SCUSD Updates I/D/C
e SCUSD Board report — Pinkston
10:50- 11:35 Updates on BPSB Work I/D
e Zero Tolerance Youth Leadership Team —
Morley/Adams
e Parent Advocates - Chavanu
e Qutreach- Bryson
e Community Priorities Coalition: Pinkston
e Policy Updates - McCullough
11:35-12:00 Community Input
12:00 noon Adjournment All

Action: D= Discussion, I= Information, C= Consensus

All BPSB meetings are recorded

Thank You for Your Participation




Minutes of Black Parallel School Board Monthly Meeting - 04/06/24

Date and time:  04/06/24 10:00 am to: 04/06/24 12:15 pm
Executive Council

Present: Bakari Chavanu, Carl Pinkston, Darryl White, Rayvn McCullough,
] Ursula DeWitt,
Location: Zoom

Projects/Tags: black parallel school board

1. Recap of the Meeting

2. Follow Us

25 Please follow, share, and comment on our posts. Thank you.
www.facebook.com/sacbpsb

www.twitter.com/sacbpsb

www.instagram.com/sacb

psb

www.tiktok.com/sacbpsb

Subscriber to BPSB

newsletter!
https://d8czyt5tkc6.typeform.com/SACBPSB

3. Introductions

5 Is your name misspelled? Post the correct spelling in the Zoom chat, and the
minute-taker will correct it.

Aaron Eckels, Arianna McCullough, Ashley Bennett, Brendan Murphy, Celeste

White, Denise Morgan, Dominique Donette, E. Villa, Eila Bassin, Flo Cofer,

Franschelle Brown, Gilberto A. Cooper, Ha Tran, Janelle Jennings, Jim Peterson,

Keby, Kimora Mztyl, Lamaia Coleman, Lysa Twardosz, Mary Ponder, Myari

Adams, Nzinga Griffin, Onethia Yemonia, Rayvn McCullough, Seanella Barnes,

Sharon Thurman, Shela Barnes, Shinteya Logan, Symia Stigler, Teyahnee Ridgle,
Tom Nelson



4. BPSB Minutes

5] Review minutes for previous BPSB meetings

here:

https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/about/board/

board-packets/

March Minutes: https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/02/Black-Parallel-School- Board-Packet-March-2-2024.pdf

5. Chair Report

Dr. Flo Cofer, a mayoral candidate in Sacramento and an epidemiologist, shared
her personal and professional background. She emphasized her connection to
education through her parents, who were public school teachers. She emphasized
her commitment to the community and youth, influenced by her experiences and
the unfortunate loss of her father to tobacco-related heart disease at a young age.

Dr. Cofer stresses the importance of supporting the city's youth through various
programs and initiatives, such as the Measure L youth fund. She desires to
ensure all children are off the streets by the end of her first term and is strongly
committed to improving educational outcomes, particularly literacy and racial
equity in schools.

There were questions about diversity, equity, and inclusion programs and how
to make school administration more inclusive and supportive, especially for
Black students. Dr. Cofer suggested leveraging existing laws and funds, like the
Measure L Youth Fund, to bolster DEI programs.

The discussion also highlighted issues with local after-school programs, where
Dr. Cofer suggested the importance of training and curriculum development to
improve the quality of services. She indicated her willingness to collaborate and
become a resource for the community.

Action Items

Flo Cofer: Plan and coordinate with local schools and communities to increase
involvement and improve literacy and racial equity programs.

Stakeholders and Community Leaders: Work collaboratively with Cofer’s

campaign to identify and implement effective youth engagement and education
strategies.



website:

floformayor.com email:
info@floformayor.com

phone: 916-245-0355 call or text

5-2. First Five Initiative - Early Literacy

[0 AB 2222

(EdVoice) EdVoice is focused on refocusing

state policy.

I'm from the Oak Part of 20 years ago.

Resources | California Kids Read
(https://www.californiakidsread.org/resources) CURRENT

STATUS OF AB 2222

- The bill is co-authored by 16 bi-partisan legislators

- 60 organizations publicly support the bill, including BPSB, CA/HI NAACP, CA
State PTA, and Children's Defense Fund.

- 41 leaders from 25 school districts representing more than 300,0000 children
have submitted letters of support and more than 1, 150 concerned California
educators, parents, and advocates have signed a petition of support

4 letters of opposition submitted

Hearing in the Assembly Education Committee will likely be April 17

1.7 M students are in K-3rd grade in

California 61% are from low-income

communities

Only 4 in 10 3rd-graders are on grade level in English

language arts (ELA) THE NEED FOR COMPREHENSIVE

EARLY LITERACY REFORM

The state has taken several actions in recent years to address early literacy

challenges:

- Awarding grant funds to districts with the highest percentage of under-

performing students in English Language Arts (ELA)

- Updating literacy teaching standards and developing a new literacy teaching
performance assessment

+ Providing grants to high-needs schools to hire literacy coaches

+ Requiring universal screening for reading difficulties, including risk of

dyslexia, for K-2 public school students

AB 2222 Is Not:

One-size Fits All




Bad for English Learners
A Phonics-only Approach (what other literacy methods are used
and taught)

« www.californiakidsread.org
AB 2222 Legislative Policy Brief.pdf - Google Drive:
https://drive.gooagle.com/file/d/12KJel5 z701 wapjQGj3gBgBe8vrpkOS/view

Here is our general response on considerations for EL students in our bill: AB
2222 (Rubio) English Learner Response Letter.pdf - Google Drive

Bakari: How is the SoR different from Common Core

Framework? What other methods besides phonics

are used?

Gilberto: See Stanford:https://news.stanford.edu/2015/05/28/reading-brain-
phonics-052815/: "Stanford Professor Bruce McCandliss found that beginning
readers who focus on letter-sound relationships, or phonics, increase activity in
the area of their brains best wired for reading."

Rayvn: Is the Science of Reading being used in different parts of the country
that can be utilized as the case study and provided?

Is the phonics approach taken into account for bilingual students?

Rayvn: | would like to see how this Science of Reading impacts Black students
specifically as oftentimes they are used to amplify the conversation but are left
behind in implementation.

This article gives some insight: https://bit.ly/3vH7DnR.

5-3. Big Day of Giving

L5 Starts on April 18th

Donations are used to support the programs and activities that we do, including
supporting |EP parents, connecting and supporting other BPSB groups, and
providing material and resources.

5-4. Regional Convening

LS This will be an affiliate conference to discuss what it means to be an affiliate
and our governance.

6. SCUSD Updates --Pinkston
6-1. SCUSD Board Meeting Summary —Pinkston

(U5 SCUSD Board Recap
Recover schools lost during the pandemic. Agree to include 16 days of

4



instructions. 8 of the days will begin at the beginning of the school year. The
school year will start earlier.

7. Updates on BPSB Work

7-1. Parent Advocates — Bakari
&R Black Parent Reading Day
Bakari gave an overview of the BPSB Parent
Advocates program. Purpose of BPSB Parent
Advocates
1. Collaborate with other parents to promote academic achievement by partnering
with teachers, school
staff, and administrators.
2. Empower Black parents to represent and amplify students' voices in key
decision-making bodies such as PTAs, School Site Council Meetings, and
LCAP.

3. Disseminate and endorse BPSB literature and resources designed to foster
student academic success.

4. Promote BPSB programs and initiatives like Parent Involvement Day and the
Million Father March.

5. Encourage cultural pride and consciousness in schools by advocating for

integrating culturally relevant curricula, activities, and celebrations during Black

History Month and throughout the year. Also, promote the recruitment and

retention of Black educators.

6. Attend and participate in BPSB meetings and facilitate communication around

the needs, concerns, and resources of Black students, parents, and guardians.

7. Monitor and address Black students' challenges, issues, progress, and

achievements in schools. After today's meeting, we will hold a short meeting

for those interested in the Advocacy program and decide on our first

orientation date.

7-2. Zero Tolerance Youth Team - White

BEE Myari (ZTYL)

We rallied with the Natomas Parents at the Natomas Board Meeting

This is the fourth item in our report: We are thrilled to announce that we are
planning an upcoming event honoring community leaders in Sacramento and
the greater area. The event will focus on the exchange of knowledge and
wisdom between diverse groups of organizers and the younger generation. We
have formed various committees, such as the venue, outreach, activity, and
logistics teams, to ensure the event's success. Our goal is to host the event in

5



early May. We can't wait to share more exciting details about this upcoming
event!

7-3. Community Priorities Coalition - Pinkston

85 Education Town Hall

Partnership to Transform Sacramento

Schools April 11, 2024

opm - 7:15pm

7710 Stockton Blvd

South Sac Christian

Center For Questions,

contact:

Lucero: 916-699-5179
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19FUZrw1RfTI1hey80JJolPlaCwT1Qf52/view?usp=s

haring
7-4. Statewide Policy - McCullough

8. Cqmmunity Input
H5 Lamaia: Thank you. | have to leave, but as always, so much learning. Thank you
for the breakdown of Science of Reading. | hadn't understood it previously.

Brendon: appreciate hearing about AB 2222

and Dr. Cofer Kimora:

Again, please share the BPSB Scholarship:
https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/category/financial-
aid/scholarships/

Tom: April 11 Town Hall, see above.

Shela: I've learned a lot today. Have a great a weekend everyone.

Denise: Great meeting and encouraging. We're opening our Swhalli Duel
Immersion School Sharon: thank you everyone, and the support of our
NUSD presentation.

Nzinga: Thanks for all the information. There are a couple of bills that we
need to take a look at. Onethia: appreciate the info provided and the work
the young people are doing.

Shinetya: (Chat Notes): | have nothing to report. Just want to say thank you to
BPSB for always showing up and supporting the whole community!!! Bravo!
Franchelle: | definitely want to be a parent advocate.

Keby: (School social worker in the district): gratitude to Rayvn and the work that she's
doing. And thank you for adding me to the newsletter.

Shinteya: (Chat Notes): | have nothing to report. Just want to say thank you to
6




BPSB for always showing up and supporting the whole community!!! Bravo!
Seanella: always grateful for these meetings, and thanks so much to the students.
Nzinga: (Chat Notes): @Bakari it is in the press release from the CA Legislative
Black Caucus but | will locate and share.

There’s the link the bills are:

CLBC 2024 REPARATIONS LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE

Education

- AB 1929 (McKinnor) — Expand access to career technical education by creating a
competitive grant program to increase enroliment of descendants in STEM-related
CTE programs at the high school and college levels.

*SPOT BILL*

«AB 3131 (McCarty) — Career Education Financial Aid for redlined

communities. *Not Introduced Rayvn: thanks everyone to coming out and

have a wonderful week.

Carl: thanks to everyone and all the input

provided today. Darryl: Thanks for the support

of everyone.

9. Adjournment



