Black Parallel School Board

Black Parallel School Board
AGENDA

March 2, 2024

Virtual Meeting

Zoom Link:https://zoom.us/i/128241678?pwd=QUxKUjVFQ1MvMES5sTHVBN3htSUJadz09

ID Number: 128 241 678
Password: 068425

Time Description Action Facilitator
10:00-10:02 AM | Open Meeting I White
10:02 - 10:05 Presentation on Board Process and Swearing in 1/C White
10:05-10:10 Introductions I All
10:10-10:15 Minutes I/D/C DeWitt
10:15-10:45 Chair Report White

e First Five Initiative — Early Literacy
e Independent Monitor updates
e Impact Fund
e Black Parent Involvement Day
10:45-10:50 SCUSD Updates I/D/C
e SCUSD Board report — Pinkston
10:50- 11:35 Updates on BPSB Work I/D
e Regional Convening — White
® Zero Tolerance Youth Team — McCullough
e Community Priorities Coalition: Pinkston
e Statewide Policy — McCullough
e Parent Outreach — Bryson
e David Covin Scholarship Fund: Pinkston
11:35-12:00 Community Input
12:00 noon Adjournment All

Action: D= Discussion, I= Information, C= Consensus
All BPSB meetings are recorded

Thank You for Your Participation




Minutes of Black Parallel School Board Monthly Meeting - 02/02/24

Date and time: 02/02/24 10:00 am to: 02/02/24 12:00 pm

Executive Council
Bakari Chavanu, Carl Pinkston, darrywh1@aol.com, Ursula DeWitt, Rayvn McCullough,

FiBsent brysonmarian@yahoo.com

Absent: fayek@springmail.com, breazelllashanya@gmail.com
Location: Zoom

Projects/Tags: black parallel school board

1. Recap of the Meeting

Key takeaways from the February 2024 Black Parallel School Board

(BPSB) Monthly Meeting: Early Literacy Initiatives:

- Programs like the First Five Initiative and the Language Essentials for Teachers
of Reading and Spelling (LETRS) aim to improve early childhood literacy.
Independent Monitor (IM) Updates:

- Sub-committees are addressing disproportionality, cultural proficiency, and
educational systemic structures.

- An action plan will be released later in February to address the

IM's recommendations. Fundraising and Community Involvement:

- BPSB is seeking donations and community support to fulfill its mission.

- The Big Day of Giving is being organized to raise funds. BPSB Work and

Community Input:

- The Regional Convening meeting will occur in Sacramento on October 11 and 12,
2024.

-AB 1323 and SB 274, bills related to school discipline and student rights, were
discussed.

- The annual Black Parent Involvement Day (BPID) will be held during Black History
Month in February.

- Community members shared their experiences, concerns, and support for

BPSB's work in improving education for Black students.

2. Follow Us

Please follow, share, and comment on our
posts. Thank you. www.facebook.com/sacbpsb
www.twitter.com/sacbpsb
www.instagram.com/sacb
psb
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www.tiktok.com/sacbpsb
Subscriber to BPSB

newsletter!
https://d8czyt5tke6.typeform.com/SACBPSB

3. Introductions

Is your name misspelled? Post the correct spelling in the Zoom chat and the
minute-taker will make the correction.

Amy De La Salle, Anna Duren, Arianna McCullough, Belinda Kirk, Brendan
Murphy, Charlotte Banks, David Wadley, Denise Morgan, Dominique Donette, Eila
Bassin, Ericka Harden, Gilberto A. Cooper, Ha Tran, Jim Peterson, Katherine Bell,
Kyvosia Jones, Lamaia Coleman, Laura B, Lucy, Lysa Twardosz, Marcus
Adams, Maria Herndon, Onethia Yemonia, Philip Jekins, Rayvn McCullough, Rita
Ray, Sean King, Seanella Barnes, Sharon Saffold, Shela Barnes, Shinteya Logan,
Thao Tran, Tom Nelson, Yolande Beckles

4. BPSB Minutes

Review minutes for previous BPSB meetings
here:
https.//blackparallelschoolboard.com/about/board/
board-packets/
February Packet: https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/01/Black-Parallel-School- Board-AGENDA-February-3-
2024-packet.pdf

5. Chair Report

5-1. First Five Initiative - Early Literacy

State Laws Passed that support the
Science of Reading 17 states have adopted the
science of reading.
To get a sense of how educators approached reading
comprehension, the EdWeek Research Center also asked to what
degree they emphasized content, skills, and writing. 87% of teachers
understood the importance of writing and reading for comprehension.
Yolande: (Chat Notes): Has anyone watched the “The Right to Read” film by
Kareem Weaver NAACP Oakland and parents who took on Oakland Unified

and won a lawsuit and now train parents to be teachers in the classroom
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around reading

5-2. Independent Monitor Updates
5] Special Education
Independent Monitor's Oversight Sub-
Committees Disproportionality
Systems and Cultural
Structures Proficiency
Disproportionality Special Education)
1. Substantial Reduction in Placements in segregated settings
2. Substantial reduction in the use of restraints and seclusion
3. Development of best practices, compliant with state and federal
laws to develop |IPs Every System is perfectly designed to achieve
the results that it gets.
Systems and Structures
1. |dentification and utilization of root cause analyses and reports where
appropriate to issues of disproportionality
2. Establishment of a reliable data collection system.
3. Substantial implementation of data-driven programs and systems to recruit
and retain diverse teaching staff and school site administrators.
Cultural Proficiency
1. Develop district goals to improve and maintain a culturally proficiency staff.
a) Equity Walks
b) Self Assessments
c) Focus groups and surveys
2. Implementation of an ongoing
professional development system that
includes training and coaching.
3. Applying best practices and the use of culturally

responsive pedagogy. The IM is putting a plan together

to address 22 items.
Gilberto: how will staff be held accountable?

Darryl: we have to ask that question as part of the oversight committee. We must
ensure that the new superintendent will be accountable to the action plan.

Carl: the judge can also review the accountability.

Darryl will organize a group of 5-7 parents to go out on an Equity Walk, and
observe classrooms. Shela: (Chat Notes): I'm not really sure if teachers in the
district are educated on the laws pertaining to students with disabilities. It

seems that the majority either don't know or don't care to follow the laws!
Accountability is the key!

Denise: (Chat Notes): @yolanda: Sacramento Literacy Foundation is sponsoring
The Right to Read movie here in Sacramento at Leataata Elem on 2/15. Free!
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Email if you want more info: denise@equitableliteracyforall.org

5-3. Fundraising

Darryl is working with Yolande to organize the Big Day of Giving.
We need help from members of BPSB.

6. SCUSD Updates --Pinkston

SCUSD Boarding Meeting Agenda and Minutes: https://www.scusd.edu/board-
meetings
Here's the District Summary of the SCUSD meeting
https://www.scusd.edu/e-connections-post/scusd-board-
education-recap-5; https://www.scusd.edu/e-connections-
post/scusd-board-education-recap-4 The Board received
informational updates on three topics:
The District’'s work to improve culture and climate at all SCUSD schools by providing
culturally responsive professional learning for District staff;
The District’s Strategic Arts Plan and a proposed plan for ways that arts
instruction can be implemented to ensure that every student has access to quality
arts instruction during the school day; and
Enrollment and attendance at SCUSD schools over the first three months
of the school year. Recap of February SCUSD meeting
The Board received informational updates on three topics:
- The district’'s Literacy, English Language Arts, and Mathematics tiered instructional
and intervention practices, professional learning strategies, and student outcome
data.
- Results of a survey of the Sacramento community about a potential General
Obligation Bond which would provide additional resources to improve, rehabilitate,
and repair aging schools, classrooms, and facilities.
- An overview of the Governor's Proposed State Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-25
and the proposals impacting TK-12 education.

In its approval of items on Consent, the Board also approved the adoption of the
District's Strategic Arts Plan.

6-1. SCUSD Board Meeting Summary —
Pinkston 6-2. Chat Notes

Nzinga: (Chat Notes): We do have Black American artists... are they also
eligible to receive the deep dive from the students?

Nzinga: (Chat Notes): A SCUSD elementary school had children eating outside
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under a tarp until about a month ago and that has been happening since school
started

Yolande: (Chat Notes): LAUSD just did a Black business contractors meeting
on how they can become vendors and contractors of the district.

7. Updates on BPSB Work
7-1. Regional Convening— White

We will hold a Regional Convening October 11 and 12,
2024, in Sacramento It will include a social, workshop, and
presentations.

7-2. Zero Tolerance Youth Team - White

The Fresno Conference has been canceled. We'll have some new
announcements for the near year.

7-3. Communities Priorities Coalition
We'll review the statewide budget and its impact.
We put together a list of priorities for our group.
We have folks from other districts attend and participate to talk about the LCAP
and Community Schools statewide.
We want to reshape and influence the direction of

Community Schools. Yolande shared two documents
about LCFF.

Yolande: (Chat Notes): Don't forget the failure to educate Black children in math
across the state of
California

& CA LCFF_School Funding Effectiveness REPORT.pdf

¢ LCFF 10 Years 20231206 PRESENTATION.pdf

7-4. Statewide Policy - McCullough

AB 1323:
- Amends California Education Code sections 32210, 44014, and 48902 to
remove the requirement that school staff must notify law enforcement of certain
student behaviors.

- The bill seeks to eliminate mandatory police notification for non-harmful
* Yolande: We are holding a Black Family Summit. Don't hesitate to contact me for support.

infractions.
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- It's intended to reduce the criminalization of students and the over-policing
of communities of color. The bill is still in its early stages.

SB 274:

- Amends California Education Code sections 48900.3 and 48900.5 to prohibit the
suspension or expulsion of students based solely on acts of willful defiance,
tardiness, truancy, or absence.

- The bill is intended to keep students in school and reduce suspensions

and expulsions for minor misbehavior.

- It seeks to eliminate the sunset provision for willful defiance suspensions for
middle school students and expand the prohibition of willful defiance
suspensions for high school students.

7-5. Parent Outreach - Bryson

Parent Involvement Day Landing page
https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/black-parent-
involvement-day/ Parent Training Registration:
https://bit.ly/30IUPcQ
| will be attending the Black Honors College at Sacramento State*™*
I'm reaching out to the school to support BPID. | will be present at Father Keith B
Kennedy to support BPID that day.
**The Black Honors College at Sacramento State will open in the fall, university
president Dr. Luke Wood announced in remarks posted to X, formerly known as
Twitter. “We're doing something that's unique and different,” Wood said. “What
we're going to be doing is creating an institution, within the institution.”

7-6. Black Parent Involvement Day

Parent Involvement Day Landing page
https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/black-parent-
involvement-day/ Parent Training Registration:
https://bit.ly/30IUPcQ
Black Parent Involvement Day is an annual event held by BPSB in February
during Black History Month. It invites parents to attend their child's classes,
offering a chance to meet teachers and understand their child's academic
progress. The event also includes an online training session to guide parents on
what to observe and learn from these classes.
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8. Community Input

Brandan: thank you for sharing the space.
Maria: When | attended school, we read books twice a week because the school
used funds purchase books for us to read.
Jim: I'm always learning when | attend these meetings. It helps me grow as a person.
Dominique: happy to join you today. | work with Ed Voice that focuses on Early
Literacy and early needs of Black Children. Solving California’s early literacy crisis
is a social justice imperative | EdSource
Lysa: Interested in the support from high
schools for BPID. Ryvan: McClatchy HS
and Luther Burbank supported.
Katherine: thank you for this time and space and for
helping me grow. Sharon S: Thank you all for standing
firm and being a voice for our children. Shinteya: Thank
you for the work you're doing.
Lucy: Appreciate all you guys do and being a
voice for families. Ericka: thank you for the time
and space.
Belinda: thanks for the information and the update on the lawsuit. Special thanks
to Marian for inviting me to these meetings.
Marian: Thanks everyone for attending
Renee: appreciate the existence of this group and the hard work. Also,
support the Equity Walk. No board member responded to a presentation
about the low reading and test scores.
Thao: (Chat Notes): All kids regardless of color and ability are capable. No child
should be left behind because of educators’ unconscious bias. My gratitude to
Daryl, Rayvn, and Yolanda for your exceptional work. Echoing Yolanda “Readers
make Leaders and all leaders READ.”

Lamaia: Thanks for your work.
Elia: thanks very much for this

meeting. Shawn: thank you.
Amy: I'm interested in learning about the Community Priority Coalition

Shela: thank you for what you do. | want to encourage people to take advantage

of the training that BPSB is doing. It's important that we have to hold people
accountable for our children not getting the skills and education that we need.

Thao: I'm always learning from everyone. I'm glad we're sharing resources. Leaders
make leaders. Thanks to Yolande for her resources.

Tom: thank you for your resources, and | look forward to being involved.

Gilberto: It was a very enlightening meeting. Community members need to attend
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and observe classes as well as parents.

Onethia: I'm looking forward to the Equity Walks, and I'm

excited about the BPID. Ha: I'm a new member. | appreciate

you guys for letting me attend this meeting. Marcus: thank you

for an informative session.

Nzinga: thanks for the informative and inspiring discussions. Thank you for
speaking out for parents. | want to help as much as can.

Dominique: (Chat Notes): grateful to be here today. thank you all! | have to jump, but |
look forward to future meetings and joining an equity walk.

Arianne: It was a very good meeting, and | want to relate what learned to the Zero
Tolerance Team

Charlotte: appreciate being here. | must constantly advocate for my child and fight
the school district to defend my child.

Laura: want to co-sign what everyone has shared. I've worked with JRC and NAACP.
It's disappointing that we have to continue to keep up the fight. It's hurtful to see how
much Black boys are attacked, so we must keep fighting.

Seanella: It's always enlightening when | come to these meetings. My daughters
attend Lenardo Diventy. | want to take advantage of the BPSB training to

represent properly.

Angela: Thank you for having

me. Rayvn: thanks, everyone,

for being here.

Ursula: thank you for the meeting today, and thanks to Laura for dropping some
wisdom. The game is being

run on us, but we continue to fight. We're in this for life. We, as parents and
community, have to demand what we want.

Carl: Yes, | agree: Black History 365. Regarding the test scores, the board has
become complacent about the low test scores, and we're going to have to light a
fire under the board and make them respond.

Gilberto: (Chat Notes): Again, it is the role of the Board to LIST in the
Superintendent's performance evaluation accountability for things such as ELA,
Maths, and Science performance outcomes.

Darryl: Want to share another stat: How-if at all-has the reading stamina of your
students in grades

3-8 changed since 2019? Teachers said that stamina decreased by 53%. We
have a lot to do to make up for that loss.

9. Adjournment
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