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Black Parallel School Board

AGENDA

February 3, 2024

Virtual Meeting

Zoom Link:https://zoom.us/i/128241678?pwd=QUxKUiVFQlMvME55THVBN3htSUJadz09

ID Number: 128 241 678

Password: 068425

Time Description Action Facilitator

10:00-10:02AM Open Meeting White

10:02-10:05 Presentation on Board Process and Swearing in I/C White

10:05-10:10 Introductions All

10:10-10:15 Minutes I/D/C DeWitt

10:15-10:30 Chair Report

● First Five Initiative - Early Literacy
● Independent Monitor updates

● Fundraising	
SCUSD Updates

● SCUSD Board report-Pinkston

Updates on BPSB Work

● Regional Convening - White

● Zero Tolerance Youth Team - White

● Community Priorities Coalition

● Statewide Policy - McCullough

● Parent Outreach - Bryson

● Black Parent Involvement Day
Community Input

White

11:00-11:15
i/D/C

11:15-11:35
I/D

11:35-12:00

12:00 noon Adjournment All

Action: D- Discussion, 1= Information, C= Consensus

All BPSB meetings are recorded

Thank You for Your Participation



MINUTES OF BLACK PARALLEL SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY

MEETING -01/06/24

Date and time:

Executive Council

Present:

01/06/24 10:00 am to 01/06/24 12:00 pm

Bakari Chavanu, Carl Pinkston, LaShanya
Breazell, Darryl White, Marian Bryson, Ursula
DeWitt, Rayvn McCullough
Zoom

black parallel school board

Location:

Projects/Tags:

DISCUSSION

1 FOLLOW US

Please follow, share, and comment on our posts. Thank you.

www.facebook.com/sacbpsb

www.twitter.com/sacbpsb
www.instagram.com/sacbpsb

www.tiktok.com/sacbpsb

Subscriber to BPSB newsletter!

https;//d8czyt5tkc6.typeform.com/SACBPSB

2. INTRODUCTIONS

Is your name misspelled? Post the correct spelling in the Zoom chat and
the minute-taker will correct it.

Aaron Eckels, Celeste White, Denise Morgan, E. Villa, Eila Bassin, Jackie

F., James Davis, James H. Davis 111, Esq., Jim Peterson, Joyce Germaine
Watts, Kayla, Marcus Adams, Mary Ponder, Natalie, Nzinga G., Onethia
Yemonja, Shamberlee McCarter, Shinteya Logan, Susan Ciminelli,

Teyahnee, Thao Tran, Tom Nelson, Valerie Williams, Yolanda Hankerson,
Zelon Harrison

3. MINUTES

Review minutes for previous BPSB meetings here:
https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/about/board/board-packets/

January BPSB Minutes: https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/01/Black-Parallel-School-Board-January-6-2024-
Packet.pdf
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4. CHAIR REPORT

4-1. First Five Initiative - Early Literacy

From the Womb to Grade 12 Literacy

We want schools to use our documentation to explain to schools what

needs to be done in terms of early childhood literacy.

Here are some of the topics we've focused on.

Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Introduction
Background and Context

Purpose of the Initiative
Chapter 2: The Rationale
Cognitive Development:
Social and Emotional Benefits

Chapter 3: Challenges in Early Literacy.
Identifying Barriers
Consequences of Low Literacy
Chapter 4: Current State of Early Literacy.
Data and Statistics

Programs and interventions?
Chapter 5: Best Practices in Early Literacy.
Research-Based Strategies
Parental and Community Involvement
Chapters: Proposed Initiatives and Programs.
Overview of Initiatives

Target Audience

Chapter?: Implementation Plan.
4-2. Scarborough's Reading Rope

The IM is busy at work and developing some ideas that are going to be
important.

Scarborough's Reading Rope
National Reading Panel (2000)

Five Essential Components of Reading

30% Capable of learning to read, regardless of instruction quality
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50% With explicit and direct instruction in foundational skills, one can learn
to read.

15% Will learn to read with additional time and support.
5% Struggle with severe cognitive disabilities that affect their ability to learn
to read.

School and Teacher Effectiveness Impact on Learning Entering School at
50th Percentile

Type of School/Teacher:

Ineffective School and Ineffective:

● Teacher: 3rd Percentile after Two Years

● Effective School and ineffective Teacher 37th Percentile after Two Years

● Average School/Teacher: 50th Percentile after Two Years
● Ineffective School and Effective Teacher: 63rd Percentile after Two Years

● Effective School and Average Teacher: 78th Percentile after Two Years
● Effective School and Effective Teacher: 96th Percentile after Two Years

Yolande: (Chat Notes): Professor Chike Akua has developed a program

online to improve literacy, especially for Black students
https://www.readingrevolution.org

Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling
LETS is an empowering professional development course of study for
instructors of reading, spelling, and related language skills. It is not a

literacy curriculum. Instead, It provides knowledge and tools that teachers

can use with any good reading program.

8 units of LETRS:

Unit 1: the Challenge of Learning to Read
Unit 2: The Speed Sounds of English
Unit 3: Teaching Beginning Phonics, Word Recognition and Spelling
Unit 4: Advanced Decoding, Spelling, and Word Recognition
Unit 5: The Mighty Word: Oral Language and Vocabulary
Unit 6: Digging for Meaning: Understanding Reading Comprehension

Unit 7: Text-Driven Comprehension Instruction
Unit 8: The Reading-Writing Connection
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Sue: (Chat Notes): Unfortunately, public schools have been historically very
slow (if ever) with incorporating current and effective research/practices
Into the classroom

Bakari: (Chat Notes): It’s also very important for a parent to read to their

children every day before they start school.

Oakland Literacy Project

Ursula: (Chat Notes): https://hechingerreport.org/proof-points-r ight-to-read-
settlement-spurred-higher-reading-scores-in-californias-lowest-p erforming-
schools-study-
finds/?fbclid=lwAR3l\/ITiuuLWc5YDRLK7IEL0MhYfljFy8sH1slSZ5-
rhJ1LkJdMF0e1YAldLw

You can check this list to see if your school district is eligible. “75 schools
that have the highest percentage of students in grade three scoring at the
lowest achievement standard level on the State Summative English

Language Arts (ELA) assessment, which makes them eligible for the ELSB
Grant funds”

E. Villa: I found that the infrastructure for reading is not in the schools. We
must change the infrastructure, if we don’t address infrastructure and

accountability, then all the money in the world won't help.

Natalie: (Chat Notes): The school lawyers are getting all the funding

Jackie: (Chat Notes): The school lawyers and the school will do anything to
confuse the parents and exhaust our energy, leading to some of us to stop
fighting for our children's right to receive a Free and Appropriate Public
Education (FAPE).

Teyahnee: (Chat Notes): I'm making more parents aware, and it's upsetting
our admin.

Jackie: (Chat Notes): I face difficulties advocating for my child because
English isn't my first language. I've seen other bilingual families, whose

children also need lEPs, lose those services without proper explanation.

This lack of understanding leaves them agreeing with the school, even
when their children need support.



4-3. Independent Monitor

IM's Oversight Sub-Committees: Disproportionality, Cultural Proficiency
Systems and Structures

Darryl \WW share more on this part in next month's meeting.

Sue: (Chat Notes): Where is the accountability piece for the district/schools
to adopt the recommendations of the IM?

Carl: the settlement requires that we develop an action plan, which we plan
to release later this month. The sub-committees are responsible for putting
together the plan. We need to implement actions and ensure the plan
doesn't end up on some shelf or is unused.

Big Day of Giving:
Important Dates: April 18, 2024 and May 2, 2024

BPSB Donations Page: https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/Donati on/

Yotande: (Chat Notes): NAAAPY is In the same position talking about
funding the work that we all do with such an Anti-Black sentiment

happening all around us

Wanted to share our way of raising funds by offering our 2nd Annual Black
Family Summit

Sue: (Chat Notes): BPSB got $10,000 last year from winning a Sac Kings
contest. Can we tap/collaborate with the King's org more in the future to
get $ support?

Yolande; (Chat Notes): To run BPSB and NAAAPY, we need $400,000 a
year!!

Https://www. naaapy.org
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5. SCUSD UPDATES

SCUSD Boarding Meeting Agenda and Minutes:

https://www.scusd.edu/board-meetings
5-1. SCUSD Board Meeting Summary Pinkston

SCUSD now provides a summary of the Board meetings:
https://www.scusd.edu/e-connections-post/scusd-board-education-recap-3

6. UPDATES ON BPSB WORK

6-1. Regional Convening—White

We're in the process of identifying the date and location of the meeting.
6-2. Zero Tolerance Youth Team - White

We're not going to be able to do the convening of youth in Fresno like we

planned. More information is forthcoming.

6-3. Statewide Policy - McCullough

SB 419: This bill pertains to willful defiance in schools and aims to eliminate

suspension and expulsion for kindergarten through eighth-grade students.
SB419 Willful Defiance K-12 will be implemented in July 2024. The bill is
not underfunded: it just needs to be Implemented.

AB 1323: The removal of the Mandatory Notification is tabled for further

development. This bill aims to eliminate unnecessary police interaction in
schools, prioritize restorative practices, and establish a task force to review

school discipline policies.

6-4. Parent Outreach - Bryson

Participating in lEP meetings, providing support to parents, and will be

attending district and Sac events in the coming meetings.
6-5. Black Parent Involvement Day

Black Parent Involvement Day (BPID) is an annual event hosted by the
Black Parallel School Board (BPSB) that encourages Black parents to visit

their children’s schools and observe classes. The goal of BPID is to
increase parental involvement in schools and improve the educational

outcomes of Black students. BPSB believes that parental involvement is
essential to the success of all students, but it is especially important for
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Black students who face several systemic barriers to educational

achievement. By attending BPID, Black parents can learn about the
resources available to them and advocate for their children.

For SCUSD, BPID will be held on February 20th and parents can attend

and observe their child's classes. On February 15th, we will hold an online
Parent Training to help parents prepare for the classroom observations.

https://blackparalielschoolboard.com/black-parent-involvement-da y/
6-6. Community Priority Coalition

CPC reviews and monitors the LCAP. We'll review the first District Interim

Budget in the next meeting this coming Wednesday. The district said they
are in a positive position because they haven't spent all their COVID

meeting. We also discuss the implementation of Community Schools locally
and across the state.

Yolande: (Chat Notes); Do you have a BSAP program like LAUSD?
BSAP is now part of the LCAP

The Black Student Achievement Plan is being implemented in the LAUSD.

7. COMMUNITY INPUT

James H. Davis: (Chat Notes); I am going to have to drop, but thank you for
the opportunity to learn more about your work. Looking forward to
connecting in the future. I will leave our website again.
blackparentsworkshop.org

Sue: look forward to participating this year.
Celeste: looking forward to a refreshing new year. John Bidwell is
welcoming to parents participating.

Yolande: Flappy New Year and Happy Kwanza. Want to focus on the Black

Student Achievment Plan implanted in SCUSD.
400 Years of Oppression
Reading

Shamberlee: would like to get more information.

Natalie; thank you for having me and I learned a lot.



Mary Ponder: I'm teaching Black Successful Parents Classes via Zoom.

River Oak Family Resource Center.

Nzinga: I love to become more involved with events.

I'd love to hear about other work/activities too nzingagriffin@m e.com
particularly interested in any career events, literacy, community awareness

Thao: love this safe and respectful space. It's very informative for Black
students and students with disabilities.

Denise: My closing thoughts: Thank you so much for this collaborative

space and your patience with my tech issues :-) I am first and foremost a

parent advocate, and I offer any support I can provide to BPSB or anyone
in the room in support of our Sacramento region's students related to

literacy. We are collaborating with Berkeley friends for this incredible
movie showing that is related to literacy: Hopeville: How to Win the
Reading Wars
Watch the trailer

DATE: Wednesday, January 31, 2024
TIME: Doors open at 5:30 pm, film starts at 6 pm, with a Q&A panel to
follow

LOCATION: West Campus Theatre at Oxford Elementary School, 2000
Bonar Street, Berkeley, CA
GET YOUR FREE TICKETS: https://bit.ly/CACfilm I can be reached at

denise@equitableliteracyforall.org

Onethia: thanks for all the information. I want to help support BPID at my
school.

Bret Harte Elementary School

Shinteya: I'm with Natomas Parents United. Glad to be here. And thank you
for the work you all are doing.

E. Villa: I'm in a Fresno Unified area. Thank you for what you are doing. I
want to support literacy and special education issues.

Jackie F.: grateful to be a part of this group, and I want to support it. The
meeting is very informative.



SnJ *° ^ productive and
Zelon; Happy New Year. I'm with the Contra Costa Black Ppr?ii)<3i

Board and our Afrocentric SohooM. will start Tn LnulrS We hat a o,
a*“'- f«t our chtran irtdudl

the school board, which is predominantly Black. ’ ^

Tom: our group is a part of the Sacramento Literacy Foundation.

Teyahnee: want to thank everyone for the information shared todav We
Natomas High School, on Sbruarv

29th, 6 pm. We re also looking for an MLK event ^
Natomas Performing Arts Charter School Aafn
29th 4;30p for vendors or info booths 6;30p

re

.ca@gmail.com February

LaShanya;

Marian: thank everyone for attending and I'm looking forward to 2024,

8. ADJOURNMENT



BLACK HISTORY MONTH

TOGETHER WE SHAPE TOMORROW

it Visit your child's classrooms ^
it Meet teachers ^

it Celebrate Black History Month

Help your scholar succeed

I Register for Our Parent Training
^^^■Thursday February 15th, 6:00 PM Online

Hosted by the

Bladl^ Parallel School Board

IN

\ \


