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Black PaT-allel School Board

Black Parallel School Board

AGENDA

April 1, 2023

Virtual Meeting

Zoom Link:httP5://zoQm.us/i/128241678?pwd=:QUxKUiVFQlMvlVIE55THVBN3htSUJadz09

ID Number: 128 241678

Password: 068425

Time Description Action Facilitator

10:00-10:02 AM Open Meeting WhiteI

10:02-10:05 Presentation on Board Process and Swearing in I/C White

10:05-10:10 Introductions All

10:10-10:15 Minutes I/D/C DeWitt

10:15-10:30 Chair Report White

● Early Reading Education

● Congregation B'nai Israel

● Youth Leadership - McCullough

10:30-11:00 Listening Session Report Back

● Reflection from Listening Session

11:00-11:15 SCUSD Updates

● Board - Pinkston/White

● LCAP Parent Advisory - Breazell

I/D/C

11:15-11:35 Updates on BPSB Work

● Statewide Policy - Pinkston/McCullough

● Scholarship-Pin kston

I/D

11:35-12:00 Community Input

12:00 noon Adjournment All

Action: D= Discussion, 1= Information, C= Consensus

All BPSB meetings are recorded

Thank You for Your Participation



MINUTES OF BLACK PARALLEL SCHOOL BOARD MONTHLY

MEETING -03/04/23

Date and time:

Executive

Council Present:

03/04/23 10:00 am to: 03/04/23 12:00 pm
Bakari Chavanu, Darryl White, Lailah Muwwakkil,
Carl Pinkston, Marian Bryson, Rayvn McCullough
Ursula DeWitt

LaShanya Breazell, Faye Wilson Kennedy
Zoom

Absent:

Location:

DISCUSSION

1. INTRODUCTIONS

Name Misspelled?: If your name is misspelled, let the minute taker know by
posting the correct spelling in the chat.

Arianna McCullough, Atenecia Maria, Bennie Poole, Brendan Murphy,
David Kakishiba, Donielle Prince, Giiberto A. Cooper, Holliday, Jen Boddie,
Jim Peterson, K Harris. Kevin Dobson, Lamaia Coleman, Lynn White,
Marcus Adams, Mary Ponder, Mellonie Richardson, Nikki Milevsky, Sharon
Thurman, Shela Barnes, Susan Ciminelli, Tiffany McDermott, Zelon
Harrison

1-1. Follow us:

Follow and like our posts on BPSB’s Facebook and Twitter (@BPSB), and
share your comments and feedback. Thank you. Subscribe to the BPSB

newsletter at www.blackparallelschoolboard.com

2. MINUTES

Minutes from last month's meeting:
https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/about/board/board-packets/
March Packet: https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/Black-Parallel-School-Board-Packet-March -4-

2023.pdf

3. CHAIR REPORT

3-1. EdSource panel
Darryl White participated in an EdSource online webinar: EdSource

Roundtable Empowering Black student success:
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https://edsource.org/2023/state-districts-and-schools-all-have-role-to-piay-
in-supporting-black-students-panel-says/686152
It was a very successful event for us. EdSource promised to do follow-up
events on what was presented.

3-2. Early Reading Education (First 5)
Darryl is working on a position paper for Early Reading Education
More information about Firsts California:

https://www.first5california.com/en-us/articles/reading-from-the-very-
beginning-newborn/

3-3. AB 2774 (Low Performing subgroup)
Legislation targeting funds for low-performing students. We call for your
support of the legislation.
More information about the bill: https://bit.ly/3mvF3Ri.

4. BLACK PARENT INVOLVEMENT DAY

More information about PBID: https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/black-
parent-involvement-day/
4-1. Reflection from BPID - McCollough

We had great participation at various schools. 77 people registered.
23 people attended our parent participation training.
The SCUSD board president and vice president also participated.

Ariana (student) of McClatchy High: I saw the participation of several Black
parents at my school.

We also partnered with SCUSD for hosting Black Parallel School Board.
The district promoted the event.
Similar parent events were held in areas outside of SCUSD.

Jim Peterson: Want to thank Marian (BPSB) for making calls to 100 Black
families in the freshman class? We didn't have the turnout that we've had in

the past, but I appreciate the work that was done.

4-2. Parent Report

Shela: When I arrived at the school (Luther Burbank). I was cordially
welcomed. I chose not to attend the school's workshop for that day.
Instead, I chose to attend to all my child's classrooms. As a parent and a
former teacher, I was disappointed by the disorderly conduct of the class.



Students were using profanity. They were walking in and out of classrooms

and no teacher acknowledged my participation and why I was observing. I
didn't receive a robocall, and I wish more Black parents had participated
that day. ! think we can do a whole lot better.

Ursula: (Chat Notes): I believe surveying the principals about the event can

be helpful to find out if they had barriers to promoting the event. Having a
parent host the event at the school site would be most helpful, like what
happened at McClatchy

Sue: (Chat Notes): Would the timing of Black Parent Involvement Day help
more parents attend? Maybe afternoon instead of morning?

5. SCUSD UPDATES

Summary overview of the SCUSD Board Meetings. You can view the

agenda and minutes of the SCUSD here: https://www.scusd.edu/board-
meetings

5-1. SCUSD Board Meeting Summary —Pinkston
Some items discussed at the SCUSD March 2nd board meeting:

● During public comment, a parent shared concerns about her child not

being allowed back in the classroom. She didn't go into specifics.
● Crystal Thomas wants to move the LCAP forward. She's very active in
leading the committee.
● Discussed California Collaborative Education Excellence, which focuses

on piloting with two schools to use a professional learning community
model. CCEE is focusing on low academic performance and professional
development. They want to focus on what educators want to achieve at
their schools.

● Adoption of Social Science material.

● New board policy concerning Transitional Kindergarten, which is
alignment with the state funding for pre-k.

California School Board:

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/dataquest.asp
https://www.caschooldashboard.org

Lamaia: (Chat Notes): PLC is being presented differently at WCW, math.
Another frustration was that our department was chosen to participate in 2
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different outside lead professional learning things that felt similar but where
the outside leaders weren't aware of each other's work. Additional teacher

buy-in was needed.

5-3. Youth Leadership - Ariana McCullough
Happy Women's History Month, everyone.
We're planning our Fresno Bakersfield Trip. We plan to visit some

museums and do some walks, as well as hold some meetings. We want to

focus on reimagining the Zero Tolerance Youth Committee (ZTYC) for
today's youth.

6. UPDATES ON BPSB WORK

6-2. Statewide Policy - Pinkston

SB 274 Willful Defiance; extend it to 9-12th grades. There's not a lot of
opposition to it. The older related bill was AB 420.

AB 1273: Remove mandatory notifications to police for minor infractions of
students.

More information: https;//openstates.org/ca/bills/20212022/SB127 3/

Suspensions and expulsions have greatly declined over the last two years
especially for Black students. This is because of the efforts of many
different organizations.

Ursula: (Chat Notes): SCUSD suspensions have dropped tremendously
and we are no longer seeing them on data for high suspension rates
throughout the state

7. COMMUNITY INPUT

Nikki: We would like to invite parents and community members to a forum

on Community Schools on March 15th at Burbank High. (See attached)
Here is the district information on registering for Transitional Kinder for next
year. It’s a great opportunity for publicly funded early learning for 4-year-
olds. For next year, those that turn 5 between 9/2023 and 4/2024 qualify.
Families should enrol! as soon as possible. Please share with any families
you know with little ones.

Brendan (teacher): am curious about "undocumented suspensions"?



Darryl: they are called soft suspensions when students are sent out of the

classroom for more than 20 minutes, or when they are sent to a timeout
room. These are off-the-book suspensions. There's also a policy for
teacher suspensions, in which a teacher can suspend students out of
her/his particular class for two days. They have notified a parent of the

suspensions. Schools want to officially avoid suspensions.

Sharon: Thanks to the help of Marian and Ursula, we started our Freedom
Schools this summer in our district.

Jen: thanks for the information.

Jim: thanks to Marian for making calls to freshman parents, and Lailah for
scholarship information.

Lamaia: thanks for all the information.

Mellonie: I want to uplift the work of BPSB.

Mary: really enjoyed the day. Would love to exchange information with
parents. I represent River Oak Center for Children, Room 36, does lots of

parent interventions and many other resources, https://www.riveroak.org/

K. Harris: thank you.

Marcus: thank you. I enjoyed attending.

Bakari: ! want to thank Ms. Barnes for her feedback about her participation
in Black Parent Involvement Day. Though her experience wasn’t a positive
one, her feedback was very important. BPSB will hold a parent listening
session in March so that we can hear their concerns.

Rayvn: thank everyone for coming and have a wonderful weekend.

rayvn@blackparallelschoolboard.com please get in touch with me if you'd
like to include information in our newsletter

Carl: we're participating in the Big Day Giving. You can visit our website to
donate money to our work.

Donielle: thanks for all the valuable updates.
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Tie: really grateful to hear what's happening, especially about professional

learning communities, which is connected with the work I do. I would

connect with you all in this area. I will share my emails.

Tiffany: thank you for the invite and the updates. I'm going to take back
some of the information to my district.

8. ADJOURNMENT
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CALIFORNIA STUDENTS

LOST 42,000 DAYS OF SCHOOL
DUE TO DISRUPTION/DEFIANCE SUSPENSIONS IN THE 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR

Students are suspended for minor misbehaviors like violating the “talking back” or dress code violations.

Defiance suspensions disproportionately harm students of color/with disabilities and deprives them of learning.
Black and Latino boys in special education are 6% of California's students, but 16% of defiance suspensions.
427 school districts did not suspend for defiance but at least 6 school districts ONLY suspended for defiance.
SB 274 keeps California students in school while protecting students from harmful and discriminatory school climates.

7 REASONS WHY CA EDUCATORS NO LONGER SUSPEND STUDENTS FOR DEFIANCE

-Principa,l Selma Unified School District

-Franklln-McKInley Elementary School District

-Campbell Union HSD

“Known research on ineffectiveness of suspensions when there are betteralternatives.

“Understanding behavior is a skill that must be taught just like other content areas.

“We focused on building relationships and setting expectations for how students and adults will treat each other.”

“We are not here to deny a child his/her rights to a Free Public Education... Everyone has their own perception of the term defiance...why
send a student home to do nothing when they can stay in school and learn?’

“The staff’s mutual understanding that suspensions are ultimately not beneficial for students” -Mountain View Elementary School District

“We decided that suspensions meant that we are giving up on a child.

“Defiance can be handled [by] connecting the student to their counselor or a social-emotional psychologist on campus.

-AssistantDean, Oakland Unified School District

-Administrator, Lynwood Unified School District

-Oak Park USD

DISPARITIES IN STUDENTS SUSPENDED FOR

DISRUPTION/DEFIANCE ACROSS CALIFORNIA THE 2021-22
4M

40%

■ % of Defiance Suspension %of CA Enrollment
3S%

School districts enrolling
790,000+ of California’s

students have already

BANNED disruption/defiance
suspensions. Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Oakland,

Pasadena, Azusa, and

Washington Unified School
Districts made the

commitment. Support SB 419
to ensure all CA students have

the same protections.

m
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SUPPORT
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(Skinner)
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CA ENROLLMENT SUSPENSIONS FOR DEFIANCE



SB 274 SEEKS TO IMPROVE STUDENT SUCCESS AND ENCOURAGE

ALTERNATIVES TO SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS BY:

● Eliminating the sunset on willful defiance suspensions for middle school students

● Expanding the prohibition of willful defiance suspensions to high school students

● Prohibiting the suspension or expulsion of any student based solely on truancy,
tardy or attendance records

REASONS WHY STUDENTS ARE SUSPENDED FOR “DEFIANCE

Wearing a Hat or Hoodie

Disagreement

Candy/Chewing Gum

"Talking Back"

Dancing/Singing

Disengagement

Talking to Loud

Tardiness

Violating Dress Code

POSITIVE IMPACTS OF NOT SUSPENDING STUDENTS FOR

DEFIANCE FROM CALIFORNIA SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

82% reported strengthened student connectedness to peers and staff

60% reported a reduction in negative behaviors from students

37% of schools reported increased attendance and ADA funds

48% reported increased achievement and academic performance

CO-SPONSORS AND SUPPORTORS

Senator Nancy Skinner (D-Berkeley)

Alliance for Boys & Men of Color

Black Parallel School Board

Dolores Huerta Foundation

Disability Rights California

Generation Up

Public Counsel

Youth Justice Education Clinic - Loyola Law School

State Superintendent Tony Thurmond

ACLU-California

CADRE

COPE

East Bay Community Law Center

Mid-City CAN

Youth Alliance


