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The materials included in this packet detail the
information discussed in the Classroom
Observation Workshop, including the TPE
Classroom Observation form to be used during
your classroom visit.

If you have questions or need assistance with the
information provided, don't hesitate to reach out
to us at info@blackparallelschoolboard.com or
(916) 484-3729.

Wishing you PEACE and HEALTH, 

Black ParallelBlack ParallelBlack Parallel
School BoardSchool BoardSchool Board



Let your Scholar know how proud they
make you

Let your scholar know that you are celebrating Black History Month by

visiting their classroom.  Discuss with them how important their

academic success is to you and ask your scholar what they need from

you to be supported during their academic career.   

CLASSROOM VISIT REMINDERS

Complete your visit on your own time
Visit the classroom when your schedule permits.  If you are unable to

participate during school hours, reach out to your scholar's teacher and

schedule a conference and check in on how your scholar is doing and

find out ways you can support their academics. 

           shhhhh...... don't interrupt
classroom instruction
When visiting the classroom, please sit in the back of the classroom or

in an area that will not distract scholars during instruction.  Class

should go on as usual.  Often parent visitors help the teacher in class,

so ask the teacher if she needs your support.  If you are visiting the

class virtually, try to stay out of camera view, unless you are assisting

your scholar, participating in a way you normally do.  



    
 

  TPE Classroom Observation Form 
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Please answer the following questions, based on most of the students, and the majority of the time you 

observe.  The time of day will be considered. 
 

Scholar Name: Grade: Period: Date: 

Subject: Time In: Time Out: 

Is the classroom organized and clean?  Did the room 
arrangement allow all students to participate in the 
learning? If the classroom is virtual is the scholar 
workspace organized and clean?  Does the scholar have all 
the tools needed for learning close by, like chargers, 
earbuds, mouse, pencils, etc.? 

 

Did the classroom have bulletin boards and were they 
colorful and meaningful?  Did the classroom have a “Word 
Wall”?  If the classroom is virtual, does the teacher space 
look clean and organized?   

 

 

TPE 1: Engaging and Supporting All Students in Learning 

Does the teacher gain the attention of the students at 
the beginning of instruction and throughout? 

 

Can students be seen working together?  What did it look 
like?   

 

 

TPE 2: Creating and Maintaining Effective Environments for Student Learning 

Are behavioral rules posted?  If the classroom is virtual 
are the rules reviewed? 

 

Do students know the expectations and procedures for 
conducting themselves in the classroom?  
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TPE 3: Understanding and Organizing Subject Matter for Student Learning 

Did the teacher seem prepared and or practiced enough 
to deliver instruction successfully? 

 

Did students seem to know what to do?    

 

TPE 4: Planning Instruction and Designing Learning Experiences for all students 

Were the lesson objectives/activities posted somewhere, 
in the classroom or on the board? (or if virtual were they 
posted on a slide or form?  

 

Did the teacher give you copies of the textbook or learning 
materials so that you could follow the instruction? If the 
classroom is virtual, did your scholar have the necessary 
materials to participate in virtual classroom? 

 

 

TPE 5: Assessing Student Learning 

What did the teacher do to determine whether students 
understood the lesson or activity being taught?   

 

Did you walk around the classroom reviewing student 
work to see if they understood the learning?  If so, what 
did you notice? If the classroom is virtual, does it appear 
the students are completing the work in a way that 
seems they understand?   

 

 

TPE 6: Developing as a Professional Educator 

Send the teacher a message via the platform they use to 
communicate with you, asking them to describe the last 
professional development training they participated in.  
Include in conversation the date. 

 

Send the teacher a message via the platform they use to 
communicate with you, asking the teacher to identify a 
training they would be interested in scheduling for future 
development.   

 

 

Name of Observer: Observation Number: 

 

https://blackparallelschoolboard.com/
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CAL TPA 2.0 
Teacher Performance Expectations  

 
TPE 1: Engaging and Supporting All Students in Learning 

1. Apply knowledge of students, including their prior experiences, interests, and social- emotional learning needs, as well as their 

funds of knowledge and cultural, language, and socioeconomic backgrounds, to engage them in learning.  

2. Maintain ongoing communication with students and families, including the use of technology to    communicate with and support 

students and families, and to communicate achievement expectations and student progress.  

3. Connect subject matter to real-life contexts and provide active learning experiences to engage student interest, support student 

motivation, and allow students to extend their learning. 

4. Use a variety of developmentally and ability-appropriate instructional strategies, resources, and assistive technology, including 

principles of Universal Design of Learning (UDL) and Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) to support access to the 

curriculum for a wide range of learners within the general education classroom and environment.  

5. Promote students' critical and creative thinking and analysis through activities that provide opportunities for inquiry, problem 

solving, responding to and framing meaningful questions, and reflection.  

6. Connect subject matter to real-life contexts and provide active learning experiences to engage student interest, support student 

motivation, and allow students to extend their learning. Use a variety of developmentally and ability-appropriate instructional 

strategies, resources, and assistive technology, including principles of Universal Design of Learning (UDL) and Multi-Tiered 

System of Supports (MTSS) to support access to the curriculum for a wide range of learners within the general education 

classroom and environment. Promote students' critical and creative thinking and analysis through activities that provide 

opportunities for inquiry, problem solving, responding to and framing meaningful questions, and reflection.  

7. Provide students with opportunities to access the curriculum by incorporating the visual and performing arts, as appropriate to the 

content and context of learning.  

8. Monitor student learning and adjust instruction while teaching so that students continue to be actively engaged in learning.  

 

TPE 2: Creating and Maintaining Effective Environments for Student Learning 

1. Promote students' social-emotional growth, development, and individual responsibility using positive interventions and supports, 

restorative justice, and conflict resolution practices to foster a caring community where each student is treated fairly and 

respectfully by adults and peers.  

2. Create learning environments (i.e., traditional, blended, and online) that promote productive student learning, encourage positive 

interactions among students, reflect diversity and multiple perspectives, and are culturally responsive.  

3. Establish, maintain, and monitor inclusive learning environments that are physically, mentally, intellectually, and emotionally 

healthy and safe to enable all students to learn, and recognize and appropriately address instances of intolerance and harassment 

among students, such as bullying, racism, and sexism.  

4. Know how to access resources to support students, including those who have experienced trauma, homelessness, foster care, 

incarceration, and/or are medically fragile.  

5. Maintain high expectations for learning with appropriate support for the full range of students in the classroom.  

6. Establish and maintain clear expectations for positive classroom behavior and for student- to-student and student-to-teacher 

interactions by communicating classroom routines, procedures, and norms to students and families.  

 

TPE 3: Understanding and Organizing Subject Matter for Student Learning 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of subject matter, including the adopted California State Standards and curriculum frameworks.  

2. Use knowledge about students and learning goals to organize the curriculum to facilitate student understanding of subject matter 

and make accommodations and/or modifications as needed to promote student access to the curriculum.  

3. Plan, design, implement, and monitor instruction consistent with current subject-specific pedagogy in the content area(s) of 

instruction, and design and implement disciplinary and cross-disciplinary learning sequences, including integrating the visual and 

performing arts as applicable to the discipline. 

4. Individually and through consultation and collaboration with other educators and members of the larger school community, plan 

for effective subject matter instruction and use multiple means of representing, expressing, and engaging students to demonstrate 

their knowledge.  

5. Adapt subject matter curriculum, organization, and planning to support the acquisition and use of academic language within 

learning activities to promote the subject matter knowledge of all students, including the full range of English learners, Standard 

English learners, students with disabilities, and students with other learning needs in the least restrictive environment.  

6. Use and adapt resources, standards-aligned instructional materials, and a range of technology, including assistive technology, to 

facilitate students' equitable access to the curriculum.  
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7. Model and develop digital literacy by using technology to engage students and support their learning, and promote digital 

citizenship, including respecting copyright law, understanding fair use guidelines and the use of Creative Commons license, and 

maintaining Internet security. 

8. Demonstrate knowledge of effective teaching strategies aligned with the internationally recognized educational technology 

standards. 

 

TPE 4: Planning Instruction and Designing Learning Experiences for All Students 

1. Locate and apply information about students' current academic status, content- and standards-related learning needs and goals, 

assessment data, language proficiency status, and cultural background for both short-term and long-term instructional planning 

purposes.  

2. Understand and apply knowledge of the range and characteristics of typical and atypical child development from birth through 

adolescence to help inform instructional planning and learning experiences for all students.  

3. Design and implement instruction and assessment that reflects the interconnectedness of academic content areas and related 

student skills development in literacy, mathematics, science, and other disciplines across the curriculum, as applicable to the 

subject area of instruction.  

4. Plan, design, implement and monitor instruction, making effective use of instructional time to maximize learning opportunities 

and provide access to the curriculum for all students by removing barriers and providing access through instructional strategies 

that include:  

• appropriate use of instructional technology, including assistive technology;  

• applying principles of UDL and MTSS;  

• use of developmentally, linguistically, and culturally appropriate learning activities, instructional materials, and 

resources for all students, including the full range of English learners;  

• appropriate modifications for students with disabilities in the general education classroom;  

• opportunities for students to support each other in learning; and use of community resources and services as 

applicable.  

5. Promote student success by providing opportunities for students to understand and advocate for strategies that meet their 

individual learning needs and assist students with specific learning needs to successfully participate in transition plans (e.g., IEP, 

IFSP, ITP, and 504 plans.)  

6. Access resources for planning and instruction, including the expertise of community and school colleagues through in-person or 

virtual collaboration, co-teaching, coaching, and/or networking.  

7. Plan instruction that promotes a range of communication strategies and activity modes between teacher and student and among 

students that encourage student participation in learning. 

8. Use digital tools and learning technologies across learning environments as appropriate to create new content and provide 

personalized and integrated technology-rich lessons to engage students in learning, promote digital literacy, and offer students 

multiple means to demonstrate their learning. 

 

TPE 5: Assessing Student Learning 

1. Apply knowledge of the purposes, characteristics, and appropriate uses of different types of assessments (e.g., diagnostic, 

informal, formal, progress-monitoring, formative, summative, and performance) to design and administer classroom assessments, 

including use of scoring rubrics.  

2. Collect and analyze assessment data from multiple measures and sources to plan and modify instruction and document students' 

learning over time.  

3. Involve all students in self-assessment and reflection on their learning goals and progress and provide students with opportunities 

to revise or reframe their work based on assessment feedback.  

4. Use technology as appropriate to support assessment administration, conduct data analysis, and communicate learning outcomes 

to students and families.  

5. Use assessment information in a timely manner to assist students and families in understanding student progress in meeting 

learning goals.  

6. Work with specialists to interpret assessment results from formative and summative assessments to distinguish between students 

whose first language is English, English learners, Standard English learners, and students with language or other disabilities.  

7. Interpret English learners' assessment data to identify their level of academic proficiency in English as well as in their primary 

language, as applicable, and use this information in planning instruction.  

8. Use assessment data, including information from students' IEP, IFSP, ITP, and 504 plans, to establish learning goals and to plan, 

differentiate, make accommodations and/or modify instruction.  

 

TPE 6: Developing as a Professional Educator 

1. Reflect on their own teaching practice and level of subject matter and pedagogical knowledge to plan and implement instruction 

that can improve student learning.  
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2. Recognize their own values and implicit and explicit biases, the ways in which these values and implicit and explicit biases may 

positively and negatively affect teaching and learning, and work to mitigate any negative impact on the teaching and learning of 

students. They exhibit positive dispositions of caring, support, acceptance, and fairness toward all students and families, as well as 

toward their colleagues.  

3. Establish professional learning goals and make progress to improve their practice by routinely engaging in communication and 

inquiry with colleagues.  

4. Demonstrate how and when to involve other adults and to communicate effectively with peers and colleagues, families, and 

members of the larger school community to support teacher and student learning.  

5. Demonstrate professional responsibility for all aspects of student learning and classroom management, including responsibility 

for the learning outcomes of all students, along with appropriate concerns and policies regarding the privacy, health, and safety of 

students and families. Beginning teachers conduct themselves with integrity and model ethical conduct for themselves and others.  

6. Understand and enact professional roles and responsibilities as mandated reporters and comply with all laws concerning 

professional responsibilities, professional conduct, and moral fitness, including the responsible use of social media and other 

digital platforms and tools. 

7. Critically analyze how the context, structure, and history of public education in California affects and influences state, district, 

and school governance as well as state and local education finance.  

 

 

 



/Engagement



By Sophie 04/30/2015

Parent Observation in the Classroom? Yes!
wrightslaw.com/blog/parent-observation-in-the-classroom/

To paraphrase Jane Austen… it is a truth universally acknowledged that parental involvement supports positive student
outcomes.

But does ‘parental involvement’ extend to parents coming into the school to observe their child in his or her school setting?

The answer is yes! 

A parent’s right to observe his or her child during the school day is supported by federal law.  This applies to all students, in
regular and special education alike.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), currently reauthorized as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA),
states:

Section 8101 Definitions

(39) PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT- The term ‘parental involvement’ means the participation of parents in regular, two-way,
and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring —

(A) that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

(B) that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;

(C) that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on
advisory committees to assist in the education of their child;

(D) the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in Section 1116.

Section 1116 Parent and Family Engagement 

https://www.wrightslaw.com/blog/parent-observation-in-the-classroom/
http://legcounsel.house.gov/Comps/Elementary%20And%20Secondary%20Education%20Act%20Of%201965.pdf


(d) SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

[…] each school served under this part shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-parent
compact. […] Such compact shall —

 (2) address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum —

(A) parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the compact shall be discussed as the
compact relates to the individual child’s achievement;

(B) frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and

(C) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observation of classroom
activities [boldface added]; and

(D) ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school staff, and to the extent
practicable, in a language that family members can understand.

**********

Sophie lives in upstate New York, and is the parent of a child with Tourette Syndrome.  You can find her on the web at NY-
Span.org, New York – Special Education Action Network.

http://www.ny-span.org/
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Legal Resources | Education Code |  EC  51101  

Parents Rights Act of 2002   

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (d), the parents and guardians of pupils enrolled in public schools have the
right and should have the opportunity, as mutually supportive and respectful partners in the education of their
children within the public schools, to be informed by the school, and to participate in the education of their
children, as follows:

(1) Within a reasonable period of time following making the request, to observe the classroom or classrooms in
which their child is enrolled or for the purpose of selecting the school in which their child will be enrolled in
accordance with the requirements of any intradistrict or interdistrict pupil attendance policies or programs.

(2) Within a reasonable time of their request, to meet with their child's teacher or teachers and the principal of
the school in which their child is enrolled.

(3) To volunteer their time and resources for the improvement of school facilities and school programs under the
supervision of district employees, including, but not limited to, providing assistance in the classroom with the
approval, and under the direct supervision, of the teacher. Although volunteer parents may assist with
instruction, primary instructional responsibility shall remain with the teacher.

(4) To be notified on a timely basis if their child is absent from school without permission.

(5) To receive the results of their child's performance on standardized tests and statewide tests and information
on the performance of the school that their child attends on standardized statewide tests.

(6) To request a particular school for their child, and to receive a response from the school district. This
paragraph does not obligate the school district to grant the parent's request.

(7) To have a school environment for their child that is safe and supportive of learning.

(8) To examine the curriculum materials of the class or classes in which their child is enrolled.

(9) To be informed of their child's progress in school and of the appropriate school personnel whom they should
contact if problems arise with their child.

(10) To have access to the school records of their child.

(11) To receive information concerning the academic performance standards, proficiencies, or skills their child is
expected to accomplish.

(12) To be informed in advance about school rules, including disciplinary rules and procedures in accordance
with Section 48980, attendance policies, dress codes, and procedures for visiting the school.

(13) To receive information about any psychological testing the school does involving their child and to deny
permission to give the test.

(14) To participate as a member of a parent advisory committee, schoolsite council, or site-based management
leadership team, in accordance with any rules and regulations governing membership in these organizations. In
order to facilitate parental participation, schoolsite councils are encouraged to schedule a biannual open forum
for the purpose of informing parents about current school issues and activities and answering parents' questions.
The meetings should be scheduled on weekends, and prior notice should be provided to parents.

(15) To question anything in their child's record that the parent feels is inaccurate or misleading or is an invasion
of privacy and to receive a response from the school.
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(16) To be notified, as early in the school year as practicable pursuant to Section 48070.5, if their child is
identified as being at risk of retention and of their right to consult with school personnel responsible for a
decision to promote or retain their child and to appeal a decision to retain or promote their child.

(b) In addition to the rights described in subdivision (a), parents and guardians of pupils, including those parents
and guardians whose primary language is not English, shall have the opportunity to work together in a mutually
supportive and respectful partnership with schools, and to help their children succeed in school. Each governing
board of a school district shall develop jointly with parents and guardians, and shall adopt, a policy that outlines
the manner in which parents or guardians of pupils, school staff, and pupils may share the responsibility for
continuing the intellectual, physical, emotional, and social development and well-being of pupils at each
schoolsite. The policy shall include, but is not necessarily limited to, the following:

(1) The means by which the school and parents or guardians of pupils may help pupils to achieve academic and
other standards of the school.

(2) A description of the school's responsibility to provide a high quality curriculum and instructional program in
a supportive and effective learning environment that enables all pupils to meet the academic expectations of the
school.

(3) The manner in which the parents and guardians of pupils may support the learning environment of their
children, including, but not limited to, the following:

(A) Monitoring attendance of their children.

(B) Ensuring that homework is completed and turned in on a timely basis.

(C) Participation of the children in extracurricular activities.

(D) Monitoring and regulating the television viewed by their children.

(E) Working with their children at home in learning activities that extend learning in the classroom.

(F) Volunteering in their children's classrooms, or for other activities at the school.

(G) Participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their own child or the total school
program.

(c) All schools that participate in the High Priority Schools Grant Program established pursuant to Article 3.5
(commencing with Section 52055.600) of Chapter 6.1 of Part 28 and that maintain kindergarten or any of grades
1 to 5, inclusive, shall jointly develop with parents or guardians for all children enrolled at that schoolsite, a
school-parent compact pursuant to Section 6319 of Title 20 of the United States Code.

(d) This section does not authorize a school to inform a parent or guardian, as provided in this section, or to
permit participation by a parent or guardian in the education of a child, if it conflicts with a valid restraining
order, protective order, or order for custody or visitation issued by a court of competent jurisdiction.

(Amended by Stats. 2004, Ch. 896, Sec. 46.)

Reference:

20 USC 6319

Education Code 48070.5

Education Code 48980



Black Parent Involvement Day Permission Slip 
 

BLACK PARALLEL SCHOOL BOARD 
4625 44th Street, Ste 5, Sacramento, CA 95820                              PHONE (916) 484-3729 
E-MAIL Info@blackparallelschoolboard.com         WEB SITE: www.blackparallelschoolboard.com 
 
 

 

Date: ______________________ 
 

 

Dear _______________________________________: 
          (Principal or Teacher) 
 

My name is ___________________________________.   

 

My child __________________________ is currently  

 

attending________________________________________ School.  

 

I am participating in The Black Parallel School Board’s “Black Parent’s Involvement Day” on 

Monday February 28, 2022. I would like to observe my child in his/her learning environment, and 

I am requesting permission in advance to spend part of the day in my child’s classroom on 

February 28th. If this date is not feasible, please advise me to the date that I will be able to observe 

my child in class. Also, I will obey all SCUSD health and safety protocols.  

 

Please call me at ___________________ or email me at ____________________________ to let 

me know if I can observe my child on February 28th or on another date.  You may also send this 

form home with my child. 

Thank you in advance. 

Sincerely, 

 

         
(Parent Signature) 
 

Please Check One: 

o You have permission to observe your child in his/her classroom Monday, February 28, 2022. 

o You have permission to observe your child in his/her classroom on this date_________________. 

o You do not have permission to observe your child in his/her classroom Monday, February 28, 2022. 
 

                

Authorized Staff Signature          Date 
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